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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable MAR-
SHA BLACKBURN, a Senator from the
State of Tennessee.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Our Father in Heaven, supply the
needs of our Senators. Meet them with
new insights for the good of our Nation
and world. Lord, provide them with
fresh strength so they will not become
weary in doing what is right. Give
them the long view of their work. In-
spire them with the vibrant belief that
it is better to fail in a cause that will
ultimately succeed than to succeed in a
cause that will ultimately fail.
Strengthen them this day with the
positive assurance of Your eternal
presence.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 22, 2019.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable MARSHA BLACKBURN, a

Senate

Senator from the State of Tennessee, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.
Mrs. BLACKBURN thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

S. 15641

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
on Monday, I introduced legislation to
raise the national minimum age for
purchasing tobacco products from 18 to
21. I walked through the long history of
our Nation’s complicated relationship
with this major cash crop. I laid out
the challenges facing tobacco farmers
in Kentucky and in other States and
the new opportunities some of them
are actually turning to. I explained
why, as we see signs of a new public
health crisis of nicotine addiction in
the younger generation, now is the
time to take decisive new action.

Together with Senator TIM KAINE,
who represents another State with a
very long history of tobacco produc-
tion, I was proud to introduce the bill
that builds on the existing structure
that is already in place and simply
raises the minimum age to 21. Rather
than reinvent the wheel here in Wash-
ington, it would set one national stand-
ard for enforcing new age-21 restric-
tions. It is a bill designed with States
in mind, and it would allow States to
take measures even more restrictive
than Federal law if they choose.

Senator KAINE and I have been grate-
ful to see—already, even in just the
past few days—substantial support and
recognition from public health advo-
cates that our approach is the right
way to address this pressing issue.

Already, our legislation has earned
the support of leading voices like the
American Cancer Society, the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics, the Amer-
ican College of Cardiology, the Amer-
ican Heart Association, the American
Lung Association, the American Osteo-
pathic Association, the National Asso-
ciation of Secondary School Principals,
the Foundation for a Healthy Ken-
tucky, the Kentucky Hospital and Med-
ical Associations, and many others.
Here are just a few things these sup-
porters of our bill had to say:

One advocate called it a ‘‘critical
step forward that will profoundly im-
prove the health of our children and fu-
ture generations.”

Another stated our legislation ‘‘will
be instrumental in stemming the epi-
demic of vaping that is afflicting chil-
dren as young as middle school.”

Yet another said our bill could poten-
tially ‘‘save hundreds of thousands of
lives.”

This should be an area where we all
lock arms to get results. I am proud
this body will have a chance to take
action and stem the tide of addiction
among our Nation’s youth. I am proud
to be standing with Senator KAINE. I
hope each of our colleagues will recog-
nize the opportunity before us, avoid
making this important issue any kind
of partisan football, and join in sup-
porting the Tobacco-Free Youth Act.

————
NOMINATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
since President Trump took office in
2017, the Senate has confirmed 41 well-
qualified individuals to serve on our
Nation’s circuit courts. No. 41 was Dan-
iel Collins of California, whom we con-
firmed yesterday to the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals. As I have noted al-
ready, Mr. Collins came before the Sen-
ate with every conceivable indicator of
a brilliant legal mind and an impec-
cable professional record. I was proud
that the full Senate followed up
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